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Terrebonne Foundation for Academic 

Report 

For information about TFAE contact Yolanda Trahan at: HUtfae@bellsouth.netUH  or 985-868-5881 

Looking back at the accomplishments of the Foundation for 2008, a smile of satisfaction comes to my face when I 
realize that our goals are becoming a reality.  It really is a good feeling.  But however wonderful that feeling may 
be, it pales in comparison when I look back and remember all of the supporters and volunteers who came 
together and worked so hard to see to it that the Foundation’s efforts were realized.  A sense of true community 
and pride comes forth that renews ones desire and intent to keep pushing toward greater goals for the 
Foundation.  None of the goals the Foundation strives for, however, can be met without all of our supporters and 
volunteers.  So, I say to you and everyone, thank you so much for your support and dedication.  
 

The Courier presents the TGMC 5K Run for Excellence and Cajun Food Festival, one of the largest community-
wide events was held this past May.  Great weather and thousands of participants helped to make this another 
very successful event.  Sixty-nine corporate sponsors, 32 food partners, and 400+ volunteers worked together to 
raise over $82,000!  Over 1,000 race participants and 2,500 festival participants took part in one of our 
community’s finest events.  It would be impossible to acknowledge everyone who made this event such a 
success, but I do wish to extend a sincere thank you for all the hard work and dedication to our committee 
members, sponsors, and volunteers. The funds raised support our annual operating budget as well as fund some 
of the teacher and school impact grants.  Please mark your calendar for the 2009 event that will take place on 
Saturday, May, 9th. 
 

In August our 9th Annual Academic Excellence Teacher Awards celebration was held.  Over 800 attendees 
celebrated and recognized the Terrebonne Parish Public School teachers.  Mrs. Kim Hebert Nobile, of Coteau-
Bayou Blue is the Elementary School Teacher of the Year.  Mrs. Nobile is also the Louisiana Elementary Teacher 
of the Year.  Mr. Ken Broussard, Grand Caillou Middle is the Middle School Teacher of the Year and Mr. Chris 
Brown, STHS is the High School Teacher of the Year.  The TFAE Inspirational Teacher of the Year is Mr. Scott 
Guidroz, a 12th grade teacher at South Terrebonne High School. 
 

This year the foundation unveiled the James J. Buquet, Jr., Award of Distinction, to be given to a Terrebonne 
Parish Public School graduate for his or her vision and excellence in a chosen field or other areas of personal 
endeavor.  This year’s award was given posthumously to Mr. James J. Buquet, Jr., for his commitment to public 
education.  James J. Buquet III, TFAE Campaign Chairman, accepted the award on behalf of his father. 
 

The TFAE grant winners for the 2008-2009 school year were announced at the Teacher Awards banquet.  Over 
$100,000 dollars in grants were awarded, 27 Teacher Grants and 15 School Impact grants, impacting over 6,000 
students.  These grants will enhance the educational experience of children throughout Terrebonne Parish.  
 

In October our new website was completed.  Please log on to HUwww.tfae.orgUH to learn more about The Foundation, 
the grant process, our benefactors, The Courier presents The TGMC 5K Run for Excellence and Cajun Food 
Festival and much more. 
 

As the year comes to a close, TFAE is nearing our endowed fund goal of two million dollars.  The Foundation, 
sincerely appreciates those of you who have made a commitment to help us grow the Academic Excellence Fund.  
We still need continued support to reach our goal.  If you or someone you know is interested in making an 
investment in education they may contact Yolanda Trahan, TFAE Executive Director, at 985-868-5881. 
 

Thank you, once again, for your continued support as the Foundation, in collaboration with education advocates, 
business leaders, parents, and the local school district, strives to enhance public education in our community.   
 
On behalf of the TFAE board of directors and staff we extend to each of you a Merry Christmas and a healthy, 
happy and prosperous new year. 
 

Sincerely, 
Tom Watkins, President 
TFAE 
 

Check out our 
new website: 

HUwww.tfae.orgU 
Find information 
about grants, 5K 
Run, and much 

more! 
 

Save the Date! 
May 9, 2009 

 

mailto:tfae@bellsouth.net
http://www.tfae.org/
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TFAE recognizes with much 
appreciation the following 
corporate sponsors, food 
partners, and contributors 
for The Courier presents the 
TGMC 5K Run for 
Excellence & Cajun Food 
Festival and the Academic 
Excellence Teacher Awards 
for their generous support in 
2008. 
 

Acadian Ambulance 
Accessory World 
Alarm Detection Systems, Inc. 
Alliance Communications 
ALTERRA, LLC 
Anthony J. Alford Insurance 
Allstate-Stephanie Hebert Insurance 
Alford Safety Services, Inc. 
Alford, Staples, Lapeyre & Robichaux 
Anonymous Donors 
Apache Corporation 
AT&T – LA 
Damon J. Baldone,  

State Representative 
Bayou Civitan Club 
Bayou Runner’s Association 
Bayou Signs 
M. Bergeron+Company LLC 
Better Waste Disposal, LLC 
Big Al’s 
Big Wheels Travel Center 
Bourgeois & Associates, Inc. 
Bourgeois Bennett CPA’s 
Brown & Williams 
Lillie Brunet/TP Library System 
Budget Kuts Hair Salon 
Buquet Distributing Co, Inc. 
C 107.5 KCIL 
Cannata’s Supermarket, Inc. 
Capital One Bank 
Cardiovascular Institute of the South 
Castalano’s Deli & Catering 
Charter Media 
CHASE Bank 
Chef John Folse Culinary Institute 
Chick-Fil-A 
Coastal Commerce Bank 
Coastal Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
Comcast Spotlight 
Community Bank 
Copeland’s of  New Orleans 
Coteau Volunteer Fire Dept. 
Domino’s Pizza 
Gordon Dove, State Representative 
Senator Reggie Dupre 
Dupre Brothers Construction 
Entergy 
Fakier Jewelers 
Friends of Italy 

 

Friends of TFAE 
Fondren, Watkins, & Prentice 
G & W Construction Co., Inc. 
Arthur J. Gallagher Risk  

Management Services 
Gator Rental 
Grambling Alumni 
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Gueydan 
Gulf South Homes, Inc. 
Hassell Wealth Management 
Sarah A. Haydel, M.D. 
Stephanie Hebert Insurance/Allstate 
HoneyBaked Ham Café  
Houma Reprographics & Map, Inc. 
Houma-Terrebonne  
 Chamber of Commerce 
Houma City Police Dept. 
Houma Fire Dept. 
Houma Orthopedic Clinic 
Houma Shrine Club 
 Clown & Motorcycle Unit 
Houma Tractor 
HTV 10 
Hunting Energy Services 
Iberia Bank 
K&B Machine 
Kentwood Springs Water 
Kiwanis Club of Houma 
KJIN 1490 AM 
La Casa Del Sol Restaurant 
Lanaux & Felger, CPA’s, APC 
Laris Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Travis & Kaye Lavigne 
Dalton A. LeBlanc, State Farm 
LeBlanc & Associates 
Leo Ledet-Ledet Insurance 
LA Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
Louisiana State Police 
Lowe’s 
M&L Tractor 
Magnum Mud Equipment Co., Inc. 
Mariah Jade Shrimp Company 
Matherne Realty Partnership 
McDonald’s 
MediaRite Outdoor Advertising 
Motivatit Seafood’s, Inc. 
Occupational Medicine Services, LLC 
Oldies 96.7 
Olive Garden 
 

 

Omega Psi Phi 
Mark H. Peters, M.D. 
Petroleum Laboratories, Inc. 
Piccadilly Cafeteria 
Pinnacle Computer Services, Inc. 
Joan Price 
Quality Hotel 
Raising Cane’s 
Redfish Rentals 
Regions Bank 
Ed Richard, Jr., TPSD Superintendent 
RIG-CHEM, Inc. 
Rock 106.3 
Rouse’s Supermarket 
SEACOR Marine 
SCIA 
Shell Pipeline Company 
T. Baker Smith, Inc. 
Snap Fitness 
SONOCO 
South Louisiana Bank 
Spectra Energy 
Sunbelt Rentals 
SWDI 
Synergy Bank 
TARC 
T. Baker Smith, Inc. 
TEPPCO Marine 
Terminix Pest Control, Inc. 
Terrebonne Ford 
TGMC 
TPCG 
Terrebonne Parish School Board 
Terrebonne Parish School District 
Terrebonne Parish Sheriff’s Office 
Terrebonne Parish Vocational 
 Technical High School 
The Courier 
Trinity Tool Rentals, LLC  
Trapp Cadillac, Chevrolet, Inc. 
Vanguard Vacuum Trucks 
Venture Transport 
Wal-Mart 
Joseph Waitz, Jr., District Attorney 
Watkins, Walker & Eroche 
Weatherford 
Webelos I, Dragon Patrol Pack 401 
Whitney National Bank 
Zeta Phi Beta 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

2008-2009 Teacher Grants 
Congratulations to the following grant recipients.  
A total of $26,852 was awarded for Teacher 
Grants.   
 
GRANT SPONSOR-Rotary Club of Houma  

   (In memory of Doug Stire) 
Stephanie Eschete-Bourg Elementary School-Music to My Ears 
 
GRANT SPONSOR-Rotary Club of  Houma 
      (In memory of Ron Gautreaux) 
Claudette Kelleher-Evergreen Junior High School 

MSI-Math Scene Investigation 
 
GRANT SPONSOR-Rotary Club of Houma 
                      (In memory of Ron Gautreaux and Doug Stire) 
Stephanie Fournier-Mulberry Elementary-The “Center” of it All 
 
GRANT SPONSOR-Whitney National Bank 
Michelle Dupre-Bourg Elementary School- 

Stretch Your Imagination with Literature Circles 
Rickie Breaux-South Terrebonne High School-Jeopardizing Math 
Lynn Marant-Mulberry Elementary School 

Enhanced Learning through Literacy Centers 
 
GRANT SPONSOR-Weatherford 
Emily Gilmore-Mulberry Elementary School-Making Science a Verb! 
Della Ann Brock-Coteau-Bayou Blue Elementary 

The World is a Rainbow 
Jo Ellen Louviere-Evergreen Junior High School 

Teaching with Technology-Reading for Meaning 
 
GRANT SPONSOR-Mr. & Mrs. James E. Gueydan 
Julie Matherne-Bourg Elementary School 

Science Snoopers:  Exploring Through Experiments 
Melanie Boulet-Montegut Middle School-“Lights, Camera, Action!” 
Lisa Vicknair-Lisa Park Elementary-“Sight On!” 
 
GRANT SPONSOR-Capital One Bank 
Tara Portier-Mulberry Elementary School-Hands on Practice in Math 
Angie Fremin-Schriever Elementary-Reading is Fun! 
 
GRANT SPONSOR-Regions Bank 
Karley G. Seay-Coteau-Bayou Blue Elementary-Listening Learners 
Brenda Bergeron-Mulberry Elementary School- Math in a Flash 
 
GRANT SPONSOR- Cenac Towing Company 

(In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Ovide J. Cenac) 
Debbie Cook-Grand Caillou Elementary-Order In-Take Out 
Polly Burgess-Mulberry Elementary School 

Project LAW (Louisiana Writers) 
Christy Barnes-Bourg Elementary School 

Making Magic in Math Corner with Manipulatives 
 
GRANT SPONSOR-Terrebonne Ford/ 

    Barker Automotive Dealerships 
Debbie Yelverton-Pointe-aux-Chenes Elementary 

S.A.F.E. Secure, Active Play for Early Childhood 
David Lottinger-South Terrebonne High School-I am “A Work of Art” 
 

COMMUNITY GRANT SPONSORS 
GRANT SPONSOR-The Courier 
Sheri Ledet-Lisa Park Elementary-Write On! Right On! 
GRANT SPONSOR-CHASE Bank 
Katie Scott-West Park Elementary-Making Math Matter 
GRANT SPONSOR-Junior Auxiliary of Houma &  

   TFAE 5K Run for Excellence 
Stephanie Babin-Lisa Park Elementary-“Web Out” with Math 
GRANT SPONSOR-SAM’S CLUB 
Tanaka Lee-West Park Elementary-Ready Set Let’s Read 
GRANT SPONSOR- SEACOR MARINE 
Cristy Crispino-Mulberry Elementary School 

Reading,Writing, and P.E.-A Three Ring Circus 
GRANT SPONSOR-TFAE 5K RUN FOR EXCELLENCE 
Kami Babin-Bourg Elementary School- Making Connections 
 
 

2008-2009 School Impact Grants 
Congratulations to the following School Impact 
Grant recipients.  A total of $74,022 was awarded 
for these grants. 
 
GRANT SPONSOR-The James J. Buquet, Jr. Family Foundation Fund  

(In memory of James J. Buquet, Jr.) 
Debbie Cook, Karen Geist, Lakisha Nelson, Nichole Lee, Ashley Wininger-
Grand Caillou Elementary-Thinking Map Tours to the World of Reading 
Christy Barnes, Michelle Dupre, Kristie Dardar-Bourg Elementary 

Training Mathletes with VMathLive 
Simonne Lanigan, Melinda Lantrip, Steve Malcolm, Connie Dupre-Lacache 
Middle School-Project TLC:  Technology Learning Community 
Rebecca Mauldin, Jessica Matherne, Cindy Hunter, Hollie Scott, Glinis 
Terrell, Hermanetta Jackson-Houma Jr. High School 

Readaway with Playaway 
Emily Gilmore, Gristy Crispino, Jaime Folse, Kayla Bourdreaux, Denise 
Dupre, Michele Cenac, Stephanie Fournier, Stella Prosperie-Mulberry 
Elementary-Lights, Cameras, Action! Let’s Read! 
 
GRANT SPONSOR-The Jim and Glenda Harper Fund 
Lisa Haydel, Rebecca Bordelon-Evergreen Jr. High 

The “Write” Stuff-Improving Student Writing Using Innovative 
Computer Technology 

Penny Abreo, Barbara Kearns, Alice Wright-Coteau Bayou Blue School 
 G.R.A.N.T. Guided Reading Accelerates Necessary Teaching 
Sheri Ledet, Bridgette Dagenhardt-Lisa Park Elementary 

Vamp Up Vocabulary 
 
GRANT SPONSOR-South Louisiana Bank  

(In memory of Robert W. Bourg) 
Alesia Blanchard, Dorothy Ledet-Mulberry Elementary 

“Where in the World is Houma, Louisiana?” 
Ivy Garner, Yolanda Honore’, Beryl Thibodaux, Lisa McGuire-Southdown 
Elementary-“Measuring Up” 
  
GRANT SPONSOR- T. Baker Smith, Inc. 

(In memory of Julia H. Toups) 
Lynette Callahan, Krista Youngblood, Alayna Dryden-Acadian Elementary 
 Making Books Come to Life:  From Printed Text to Big Screen 
Katie Scott, Kelly Barrera, Delores Hadley, Glenn Sikes-West Park 
Elementary- “Wow! This Doesn’t Even Feel Like We’re Learning.” 
 
GRANT SPONSOR-Michael St. Martin 

(In memory of Hugh Paul St. Martin, M.D.) 
Edna Walker, Mary Ann Bergeron-Upper Little Caillou Elementary 
 Children Performing Successfully 
Cherise Henry, Jennifer Ledet, Jennifer Porche-Boudreaux Canal 
Elementary-“Putting Math in Motion” 
 
 
 

The Rewards of 

Staying in School 

$74,602 

Average annual earnings of workers age 18 and 

over with an advanced degree. This compares 

with $51,206 a year for those with bachelor’s 

degrees, $27,915 for those with a high school 

diploma only and $18,734 for those without a 

high school diploma. 

 



Academic Excellence Fund Benefactors 

 Christmas is forever, not for just 
one day, for loving, sharing, giving, are not to put 
away like bells and lights and tinsel, in some box 
upon a shelf. The good you do for others is good 
you do yourself. 
 
~Norman Wesley Brooks, "Let Every Day Be Christmas," 1976 

Academic Distinction Gifts $100,000 and 
above  
James J. Buquet, Jr., Family Foundation Fund 
(In Memory of James J. Buquet, Jr.)  
Jim & Glenda Harper Fund  
South Louisiana Bank  
(In Memory of Robert W. Bourg)  
Leadership Gifts $75,000 - $99,999  
Named Endowment Donors  
$45,000 - $74,999  
Robert & Suzanne Alexander  
James J. Buquet, Jr., Family Foundation Fund 
(In Memory of Diana D. & James J. Buquet)  
James J. Buquet, Jr., Family Foundation Fund 
(In Memory of Hazel F. & Lee J. Castagnos)  
Capital One Bank  
Cenac Towing Company, Inc  
(In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Ovide J. Cenac)  
Coastal Commerce Bank  
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Gueydan  
Tony & Char Herques  
Regions Bank  
Michael X. St. Martin 
 (In Memory of Hugh Paul St. Martin, M.D.)  
Michael X. St. Martin  
(In Memory of Rhea St. Martin)  
T. Baker Smith, Inc. 
 (In Memory of Mrs. Julie H. Toups)  
T. Baker Smith, Inc.  
(In Honor of Clifford & Jo-Anne Smith)  
Synergy Bank  
Terrebonne Ford/Barker Automotive Dealerships  
The Investment Group  
The Rotary Club of Houma 
 (In Memory of Ron Gautreaux and Doug Stire)  

 
 

Dr. & Mrs. David R. Fakier & Family  
Mike Fakier & Kurt Fakier Families  
Michael Fesi II 
Ferber Foundation of the  
Jewish Endowment Foundation  
Len Fontaine, Jr./ Acadia Financial Group, Inc.  
Leslie Jacobs  
Robert E. & L. A. Kelton, Jr.  
Catherine B. Kosior (In memory of L.J. Billelo)  
L P & L  
LA Coca-Cola Bottling Company  
Thomas & Rebecca Lanaux  
Travis & Kaye Lavigne  
Hartwell A. Lewis  
Keith & Kathy Mazerac  
(In honor of Kameron Mazerac)  
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Mire  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Pellegrin  
Petroleum Laboratories, Inc.  
Rotary Club of Houma-Terrebonne  
Ken & Yolanda Trahan  
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Weed  
René & Marsha Williams  
Mr. & Mrs. Reuben Williams  
 

Memorials  
Friends of the Academic Excellence Fund  

In memory of Elward Brady  
In memory of Kenneth Barrilleaux  
In memory of Cecil J. Bordelon  
In memory of Richard A. Breaux  
In memory of James J. Buquet, Jr.  
In memory of James Cockrell  
In memory of Hartwell Lewis  
In memory of John Fitzhugh Morris  
In memory of Warren Wilder 
In memory of Elise Scroggin Mixon 
 
 

H. E. Trapp, Jr. (In Memory of H. E. Trapp, Sr.)  
Weatherford  
Whitney National Bank  
5K Run for Excellence and Cajun Food Festival  
Founder’s Club $25,000 - $44,999  
Brian & Marianne Matherne  
MidSouth Bank  
John D. & Barbara Morris  
John & Diane Sontheimer  
Charter Investors $10,000 - $24,999  
Elton A. Darsey  
Arthur & Mary Helen DeFraites  
The Gray Foundation  
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Haydel  
Houma Oilman’s Fishing Invitational  
K & B Machine  
Chet Morrison Contractors, Inc.  
Southland International of LA, LLC  
Terminix Pest Control, Inc.  
Dale Thompson, Sr.  
Watkins, Walker & Eroche, L.L.C.  
Academic Sponsors $500 - $9,999  
Anonymous Donors (3)  
A T & T-LA  
Benoit Machines  
Sharon Bergeron  
Michael & Tamara Bergeron  
(In memory of Claude & Kathy Bergeron)  
Bourgeois & Associates  
Bourgeois, Bennett, LLC, CPA’s  
James & Sinclair Buquet  
Chevron Companies  
B. J. Corte  
Community Coffee Company Foundation  
Mr. & Mrs. C. Berwick Duval  
Dr. & Mrs. S. E. Ellender, Jr.  
Fabregas Music Store  

 

 
Post Office Box 1503 

Houma, Louisiana 70361 
 
 
 
 

May the spirit of Christmas 
bring you peace, 

The gladness of Christmas 
give you hope, 

The warmth of Christmas 
grant you love. 

                  ~Author Unknown 
 

               
 

If you would like to honor or memorialize a special person contact us at tfae@bellsouth.net. 


	Tom Watkins, President
	Friends of the Academic Excellence Fund

